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EXPONENTIAL STABILITY FOR A FLEXIBLE STRUCTURE WITH
FOURIER’S TYPE HEAT CONDUCTION AND DISTRIBUTED DELAY

MADANI DOUIB*, SALAH ZITOUNI AND ABDELHAK DJEBABLA

(Communicated by P. I. Naumkin)

Abstract. In this paper, we study the well-posedness and asymptotic behaviour of solutions to a
flexible structure with Fourier’s type heat conduction and distributed delay. We prove the well-
posedness by using the semigroup theory. Also we establish a decay result by introducing a
suitable Lyaponov functional.

1. Introduction

In this work, we consider a coupled system of a flexible structure with Fourier’s
type heat conduction and distributed delay. The system is written as

{ m(X)uy — (p(X)ux 28 (X)) x + VO + Lot + [57 () (x,1 — 5)ds = 0, (D)

0, — 0y + Yuy =0,

where (x,7) € (0,L) x (0,4eo), with the following initial and boundary conditions

u(x,0) =up (x), u; (x,0) =uy (x), 0(.,0) =6y (x), Vx € [0,L],
u(0,0) =u(L,t) =0, 6(0,1) =0 (L,t)=0, Vr >0, (1.2)
Uy (.X, _t) :fO(xat)7 0<t g T,

where u = u(x,t) is the displacement of a particle at position x € (0,L) and time 7 >
0. 6 = 0(x,1) is the temperature difference and ¥ is a constant known as coupling
coefficient. ug,u;, 60y are initial data, and fy is the history function. The parameters
m(x), 6(x) and p(x) is responsible for the non-uniform structure of the body, where
m(x) denote mass per unit length of structure, 6(x) coefficient of internal material
damping and p(x) a positive function related to the stress acting on the body at a point
x. We recall the assumptions of the functions m(x),8(x) and p(x) in [1] such that

m,8,p € Wh(0,L), m(x),8(x),p(x) >0, Vxel0,L].
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The coefficient uy is a positive constant, and  : [71; 7] — R is a bounded function,
where 7 and 7, are two real numbers satisfying 0 < 7; < 7,. Here, we prove the well-
posedness and stability results of solutions for system (1.1)—(1.2) under the assumption

wo> [ lu(s)lds. (13)
T

One of the main issues concerning the vibrations in models of flexible structural sys-
tems is the question of the stabilization of the structure, the linear differential equation
describing the vibrations of an inhomogeneous flexible structure with an exterior dis-
turbing force can be described by the following equation

m (x)uy — (p (x) tx +28 (x) uy ), = f(x), on (0,L) x R, (1.4)

the distributed force f : (0,L) x Rt — R is the uncertain disturbance appearing in the
model which is assumed to be continuously differentiable for all # > 0. In [8], Gorain
has established uniform exponential stability of the problem (1.4). It is physically rele-
vant to take into account thermal effects in flexible structures, in 2014, M. Siddhartha et
al. [10] showed the exponential stability of the vibrations of a inhomogeneous flexible
structure with thermal effect governed by the Fourier law,

{m(x)utt_(p(x)”x+25(x)”xt)x+ KO = f, (15)
0, — Oy + K = 0. :

In the above model, the temperature has an infinite velocity of propagation (heat equa-
tion), this property of the model is not consistent with the reality, where the heating or
cooling of a flexible structure will usually take some time. Many researches have thus
been conducted in order to modify the model of thermal effect.

Time delays arise in many applications because most phenomena naturally depend
not only on the present state but also on some past occurrences. We know the dynamic
systems with delay terms have become a major research subject in differential equation
since the 1970 of the last century. Introducing the delay term makes the problem
different from those considered in the literatures (e.g. [2, 3, 6, 7,9, 12, 13, 14, 15]). It
was shown that delay is a source of instability unless additional conditions or control
terms are used, see [4]. On the other hand, it may not only destabilize a system which
is asymptotically stable in the absence of delay but may also lead to well posedness
(see [5, 17] and the references therein). Therefore, the stability issue of systems with
delay is of theoretical and practical great importance. In [7], the authors consider the
vibrations of an inhomogeneous flexible structure system with a constant internal delay
under Cattaneo’s law of heat condition

m (x) uy — (p (xX) tx + 28 (x) ) 4 MO + Ly (x,0 — ) =0,
0, + Kqx + Nugy =0, (1.6)
7q: + Bg+ k6, =0,

where (x,7) € (0,L) x (0,4e), with boundary condition and initial condition

u(0,6)=u(L,t) =0, 6(0,t) =0 (L,t)=0,1>0,
u(x,0) =up (x), u (x,0) =u; (x), x < [0,L], (L.7)
9()6,0) = 6o (x)7 q(x,O) =40 (x)v X € [07L},
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and proved the well-posedness and the exponential stability. M. S. Alves et al. [1] con-
sider the system (1.6)—(1.7) without delay term, and obtained an exponential stability
result for one set of boundary conditions, and at least polynomial for another set of
boundary conditions.

Motivated by the above results, in the present work, we study well-posedness and
exponential stability for a flexible structure where the heat flux is given by Fourier’s
law with distributed delay. The paper is organized as follow. In Section 2, we state
and prove the well-posedness of system (1.1)—(1.2) by using semigroup method and
Lumer-Philips theorem. In Section 3, we establish an exponential stability by using the
perturbed energy method and construct some Lyapunov functionals.

2. Well-posedness

In this section, we prove the existence and uniqueness of solutions for (1.1)—(1.2)
using the semigroup theory [16]. As in [14], we introduce the new variable

20,put,s) = (1,1 — ps), x € (0.L), p € (0,1), 1 € (0,4), s € (11,72).  (2.1)
It is straight forward to check that z satisfies

sz (x,p,t,8) +2p(x,p,t,5) =0, x€ (0,L), p€(0,1), 1€ (0,400), s€(11,72). (2.2)
Therefore, problem (1.1) takes the form

m(x) gy — (p(X)ttx + 28 ()t )x + Y6x + Hous + fTle w(s)z(x, 1,2,5)ds =0,
et - exx + Yuxr = O; (23)
5z (x,p,t,8) +2p(x,p,1,5) =0,

with the following initial and boundary conditions

(50) <1000, 1 (,0) =1 (), 0(.0) = (1), e 0.1
u(0.6) = u(L.1) =0, 6(0,1) = 0 (L.1) =0, i >0, 9
e 0s) L) om (.13 % (0r) (.55 .
Z

:P,0,5) = fo (x,ps) on (0,L) x (0,1) x (11, 7).

Introducing the vector function U = (u, v, 9,z)T, where v = u;, system (2.3)—(2.4) can
be written as

{ U'(t)=aU(t), t>0, (2.5)

U (0) = UO = (anula OOafO)T7
where the operator o7 is defined by

v
v — | 75 [P +28 (v — 10— pov — [ u(s)2(x. 1,1, 5)ds
exx - YVx
—S_lZp
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Let
) A =H} (0,L) x L*(0,L) x L*(0,L) x L*((0,L) x (0,1) x (11,72)),

be the Hilbert space equipped with the inner product

<UU /P uxuxdx+/ m(x vvdx+/ 00dx
+/0/0/ slu(s)|z(x,p,8)zZ(x,p,s)dsdpdx.
T

Then, the domain of & is given by
L),ve HO (0,L),

(7 0,L), 6, +yv€ H'(0,L),
)X (11,72)), 2(x,0,8) = v(x)

u,0 € H>(0,L)NH{ (0
D)= U€H|px)uy+26(x)vy € H
2,2p € L*((0,L) x (0,1

Clearly, D (/) is dense in .#Z”. We have the following existence and uniqueness result.

THEOREM 1. Assume that Uy € € and (1.3) holds, then there exists a unique
solution U € C(R™;5) of problem (2.5). Moreover; if Uy € D (), then

UeC(R";D(«))nC" (RT;.7).
Proof. We use the semigroup approach to prove that <7 is a maximal monotone
operator, which means .o is dissipative and Id — <7 is surjective.

First, we prove that < is dissipative. For any U = (u,v,0,z)" € D(</), by using
the inner product and integrating by parts, we obtain

L
(FUUY , :—g/a %u-(o——/ m)/ %u—/eﬁw
T
// |z (x,1,s)dsdx — / /[.1 z(x,1,t,s)dsdx.

(2.6)

Using Young’s inequality, the last term in (2.6), we can estimate

L T
—/ v/ w(s)z(x, 1,z,s)dsdx
0 T

1 [=
<z |[.1(s)|ds/ Vidx+ = / / 2 (x,1,1,5)dsdx.
2 T] 2

Substituting (2.7) in (2.6), and using (1.3), we obtain

L 7 L L
(U,U) ,, < —2/ 81 (x)v2dx — ([,Lo—/ ’ |u (s)|ds> / vzdx—/ 62dx < 0.
‘ 0 T 0 0

Hence, 7 is a dissipative operator.

2.7



Differ. Equ. Appl. 15, No. 1(2023), 61-72. 65

Next, we prove that the operator Id— </ is surjective.
Given F = (fl,f27f37f4)T € J¢, we prove that there exists U = (u,v,G,z)T €
D () satisfying

(Id—/)U =F, (2.8)
that is
u—v=fi,
(m (x) 4+ to) v — (p(X)ux + 28 (x)vi)x + ¥Ox + 72 1 (5)2(x, 1,1,5)ds = m (x) fa,
9—0xx—|—7vx:f3’
sz2+zp = sfa.
(2.9)

Suppose that we have found u. Then, Equation (2.9); yield
v=u—fi, (2.10)

it is clear that v € Hé (0,L). Equation (2.9)4 with (2.10) and recall z(x,0,¢,s) = v
yield

2(x,p,8) = u(x)e P — f1(x) e P’ +seP* /Op fa(x,T,5)e"dr, (2.11)

clearly, z,zp € L? ((0,L) x (0,1) x (11,72)) . Inserting (2.10) and (2.11) into (2.9),, and
inserting (2.10) into (2.9)3, we get

Miu— (p(x)ux +26(x)vy)x + ¥0x = g1,

—0Ouc+ 0+ yu, = g2, (2.12)
Uy —Vx = &3,
where .
e =m(x)+ o+ f112 1 (s)e"ds,
gr=mfi+mx)fr— TTIZ se”*u(s) fol Sa(x,T,5)e"d1ds,
82 = f3+7fix,
83 = flx-
The variational formulation corresponding to Equation (2.12) takes the form
r [~ AT AT
2 ( (u,0) ,(u,O) Zy“(u,e) , (2.13)

where % : [H} (0,L) x L*(0,1)] > R is the bilinear form given by
r (T L L L
%’((u,@) ,(17,0) ) = 771/ uﬁdx+/ (p(x)+25(x))ux11xdx+y/ Oyiidx
0 0 0
L L L
+/ Oxexdx+/ eedx+y/ . dx,
0 0 0
and .% : [H]} (0,L) x L*(0,L)] — R is the linear form defined by

T L L - L
7 (w6) :/ glﬁdx—i—/ gg@dx—i—/ 26 (x)gsitdx.
0 0 0
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It is easy to verify that # is continuous and coercive, and .Z is continuous. Conse-
quently, by the Lax-Milgram theorem, problem (2.13) has a unique solution (u,60) €
H{ (0,L) x L?(0,L). Applying the classical elliptic regularity, it follows from (2.12)

that (u,0) € (H} (0,L) NH? (07L))2. Hence, there exists a unique U = (u,v,0,7)" €
D (/) such that (2.8) is satisfied, the operator Id— <7 is surjective. At last, the result
of Theorem 1 follows from the Lumer-Phillips theorem. [

3. Exponential stability

In this section, we prove the exponential decay for system (2.3)—(2.4). It will be
achieved by using the perturbed energy method. We define the energy functional E (r)
as

2/ xX)u7 + p (x) u; + 67] dx+2/ / / sl (s)|2? (x,p,1,5) dsdpdsx.
(3.1)
We have the following exponentially stable result.

THEOREM 2. Let (u,v,0,z) be the solution of (2.3)—(2.4) and assume (1.3) holds.
Then there exist two positive constants Ay and Ay such that the energy functional (3.1)
satisfies

E(1)<Aoe ™', 1>0. (3.2)

To prove our this result, we will state some useful lemmas in advance.

LEMMA 1. (Poincaré-type Scheeffer’s inequality, [11]) Let h € HJ(0,L). Then
it holds

L 12 /L
/ Ihdx < —2/ Iy dx. (3.3)
0 = Jo
LEMMA 2. (Mean value theorem, [1]) Let (u,v,0,z) be the solution to system

(1.1)=(1.2), with an initial datum in D(</). Then, for any t > 0, there exists a sequence
of real numbers (depending on t ), denoted by §; € [0,L] (i=1,...,6), such that

/Lp(x)u;%dxz /udx /m wrdx =m (Cz)/OLutzdx
/m Yuldx = m(&3) / uldx, /5 2(1)625(@4)/0Luzdx7

/5 2dx:5(gs)/0 W, /()S(x)uf,dx:S(Cﬁ)/oLuf,dx.

LEMMA 3. Let (u,v,0,7) be the solution of (2.3)—(2.4) and assume (1.3) holds.
Then the energy functional defined by (3.1), satisfies the estimate

L L 7 L
E'(t) < —2/ 0 (x) u)zﬂdx—/ 02dx — ([.10—/ ’ |u (s)ds)/ Wdx <0, (3.4)
0 0 7 0

forall t > 0.
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Proof. A simple multiplication of Equations (2.3); and (2.3); by & and 0, re-
spectively, and integrating over (0,L), using integration by parts and the boundary
conditions in (2.4), we get

L
%%/0 [m(x)uf—l—p(x)u%—l—@z]dx

L L L L o
:—2/ 5(x)u,%tdx—/ Ofdx—,uo/ utzdx—/ u,/ w(s)z(x, 1,2, s)dsdx.
0 0 0 o Jy
(3.5

On the other hand, multiplying (2.3)3 by |u (s)| z, integrating the product over (0,L) X
(0,1) x (11, 12), and recall that z (x,0,7,s) = u, , yield

Zdt/// s|u ()| 2% (x,p,t,5)dsdpdx

(3.6)
/ / 1 (5)| 22 (x,1,2,5) dsdx+ = / ut/ (s)| dsdx.
A combination of (3.5) and (3.6) gives
L L
/(t)=—2/ 5(x)u)2gdx—/ 02dx — (;,Lo——/ | (s |ds)/ u?dx
(3.7)
/ / |z (x,1,2,5)dsdx — / ut/ w(s)z(x, L,z,s)dsdx.
Meanwhile, using Young’s inequality, we have
L T
—/ ut/ w(s)z(x, 1,z,s)dsdx
0 Jm (3.8)

1 (2 L ’ 1 /L rm ’
< —/ |,LL(S)|ds/ utdx—|——/ / |t (s)|z” (x,1,2,5) dsdx.
2 T 0 2 0 T]

Simple substitution of (3.8) into (3.7) and using (1.3) give (3.4), which concludes the
proof. [

Before defining a Lyapunov functional, we need some lemmas as follows.

LEMMA 4. Let (u,v,0,z) be the solution of (2.3)—(2.4). Then the functions

) :/()L5(x)ufdx+/0Lm(x)u,udx, (3.9)

satisfies, for all €1,&,&3 > 0, the estimate

L2u? Le
I (0<‘<P(Cl)‘?‘u§)gl—732—n—23>/ uldx + = / 62dx

+(m(Cz)+2%)/ x+—/ / 2 (x,1,,5) dsdx.

(3.10)
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Proof. By differentiating I; () with respect to ¢, using the Equation (2.3); and
integrating by parts, we obtain

I (t /p udx ,uo/ u,udx—H// Ouxdx—l-/ m( utzdx

/ / w(s)z(x,1,1,s)dsdx.

By using Young’s inequality, Lemma 1 and (1.3), we get for &;,&,& >0

1 /L
—,uo/ usudx < 2—“081/0 2dx—|—2—1/ u,zdx, (3.11)
L Y
)// Ou.dx < 782/ u,%dx—i——/ szx, (3.12)
/ / wis)z(x,1,s, t)dsdx<—/ 48 / / 2 (x,1,1,5) dsdkx.
3

(3.13)
Consequently, using Lemma 2, (3.11), (3.12) and (3.13), we establish (3.10). [

LEMMA 5. Let (u,v,0,z) be the solution of (2.3)~(2.4). Then the functions

L 1 gt
:/ / /zsef“'p ()| 22 (x, p,t,5)dsdpdx, (3.14)
0 0 T

satisfies, for some positive constant ny, the estimate
L 1 T
s <-m [ / $1(5)| 2205, po1,5)dsdpax
—nl/ / (s)|2* x,l,t,s)dsdx—!—uo/ uldx. (3.15)

Proof. Differentiating I, () with respect to ¢ and using the Equation (2.3)3, we
obtain

L rl T
By = =2 [ [ [ u)lput. 9z (x.por,s)dsdpds
T

d L 1 (%3
= __/ / / e P “’L(S)|Zz(x7p7tvs)d‘9dpdx
dp Jo Jo Jy
L 1 T
[ se P )2 . pus)dsdpay.
0 0 T

// [e” 2 (x,1,1,8) — 22 (x, 0,1,s)]dsdx

—/// se P |u(s)| 2% (x,p,1,5)dsdpdsx.
0 0 T]

Hence
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Using the fact that z(x,0,7,s) =u, and e * < e P < 1, forall p € [0, 1], we obtain

// eS| u(s)| 2% (x,1,z,5) dsdx+/ |ds/ u?dx
- / / / se”*P |u(s)| 2 (x, p,1,5)dsdpdx.
0 0 T]

Because —e ™ is an increasing function, we have —e* < —e 2 , for all s € [11, 1.
Finally, setting n; = ¢~ and recalling (1.3), we obtain (3.15). [

Now, we define a Lyapunov functional L and show that it is equivalent to the
energy functional E.

LEMMA 6. Let N,N, > 0, the functional defined by
L(t):=NE(t)+L(t) + NoLa(2). (3.16)
For two positive constants oo and 3, we have

oE (1) < L(t) <BE(t),Vt > 0. (3.17)

Proof. Now, let
L) =1(t)+ NoL(1).

L L
(0)] g/o 5(x)u)2cdx+/0 m (x) |usu|dx

L 1 T
+N2/ / /zs|”(S)e_sp’Zz(x»P7S7l)dsdpdx,
0 0 T

Then

Exploiting Cauchy-Schwarz inequality, Lemma 1, Lemma 2, (3.1) and the fact that
e *P < 1 forall p €[0,1], we obtain

1L (1) < coE (1),

where

00=1+L2m(C3)+26(C5)—|—2N2.

(&) p(&)
Consequently, |L(t) — NE(r)| < coE(t), which yields

(N—co)E(t) <L(t) < (N+co)E(2).
Choosing N large enough, we obtain estimate (3.17). U

Now, we prove our main result in this section.
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Proof (of Theorem 2). By differentiating (3.16) and recalling (3.4), (3.10) and
(3.15), we obtain

v < | (- [llas) v (m@)+ 5 ) - wows] [idas
- Kp(gl)_L;;?gl —yey— %)} /()Luﬁdx—N/OLefdx

L Lol 1
—ZN/ 5(x)u)2ctdx—n1N2/ // s|u(s)| 22 (x,p,1,5)dsdpdx
0

+l/ 0%dx — [n1N2——}/ / |z (x,1,1,5)dsdx,
& Jo

using Lemma 1 and Lemma 2 gives
[ [? 1 L1 L
)5 < - _ = Sy _ =R / 2
(t) _TIN 2 <m(§2)+281> N2:| A utxdx
r L2 2 L2 L
- (p(cl)— ”2081—’]/82——283):|/ uldx
T 0
— nlNz——]/ / (5)|22(x,1,1,5)dsdx
L’y [t
—nlNg/ / / s|u(s)| 22 (x,p,t,5)dsdpdx — (N—2—)/ 02dx,
0 Jo Jy & ) Jo

(3.18)

where
L’ &
n=1 (o ["9las) +28(6) >0
1

At this point, we need to choose our constants Very carefully. First, we choose & <

2 L2
Z;—“gp(gl) and & < 4L2p(§]) so that p({;) — ﬂ8 — 28> P(2C1). Next, we

212
select N, large enough so that n1 N, — % > 0. Then, we choose & small enough so
3
p(&1)
2

that — v& > 0. Finally, we then choose N large enough so that

L? 1 L2 1o L’y
N—— — | = —N >0, N———>0.
N o (mi)+ 51 ) - Eowe n
By (3.1), we deduce that there exist positive constant ¢y such that (3.18) becomes

L' (t) < —c1E(t), Vt > 0. (3.19)

Using (3.17), we have
L'(t) < —ML(t), ¥t >0, (3.20)
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where A; = ¢ /. Then, a simple integration of (3.20) over (0,7) leads to

Combining (3.17) and (3.21) we obtain (3.2) with Ay =

L(1) <L(0)e ™™ Vi >0. (3.21)

, which completes the

BE(0)
o

proof. [
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