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SOME IMPROVED INEQUALITIES IN AN INNER PRODUCT SPACE

NICUŞOR MINCULETE AND RADU PĂLTĂNEA

(Communicated by J. Pečarić)

Abstract. The aim of the paper is to present some improvements of an extended Cauchy-Schwarz
inequality for four vectors in a real inner product space and derive certain consequences.

1. Introduction

In [5], Harvey generalizes the well-known Cauchy-Schwarz inequality,

‖a‖2‖b‖2 �
(
aT b

)2
, a,b ∈ R

n, (1)

to an inequality involving four vectors, namely:

‖a‖2‖b‖2 +‖c‖2‖d‖2 � 2aT cbTd +
(
aT b

)2
+

(
cT d

)2−
(
aT d

)2−
(
bT c

)2
, (2)

for a,b,c,d ∈ R
n , where ‖ · ‖ denotes the Euclidean norm in the space R

n .
In [2], Choi proved a stronger result than in [5], namely:

‖a‖2‖b‖2 +‖c‖2‖d‖2 �
(
aT b

)2
+

(
cT d

)2
+2|aTcbTd−aTdbT c|, (3)

for all a,b,c,d ∈ R
n . The equality holds if and only if aib j − a jbi = cid j − c jdi , for

all 1 � i, j � n , where ai,bi,ci,di are the components of vectors a,b,c,d , respectively.
We also find in [2] a similar inequality of (3) for complex vectors.

Next, we show a refinement of inequalities (2) and (3) in a real inner product space.

2. Main results

Let X be a real inner product space over the field of real numbers R . The inner
product 〈·, ·〉 induces an associated norm, given by ‖x‖ =

√〈x,x〉 , for all x ∈ X and
thus X is a normed space.

We introduce the following notation for a,b,c,d ∈ X :

Γ(a,b;c,d) = 〈a,c〉〈b,d〉− 〈a,d〉〈b,c〉. (4)

Below we present several properties of Γ(a,b;c,d) .

Mathematics subject classification (2010): 46C05, 26D15, 26D10.
Keywords and phrases: Inner product space, Cauchy-Schwarz inequality.

c© � � , Zagreb
Paper JMI-13-11

147

http://dx.doi.org/10.7153/jmi-2019-13-11


148 N. MINCULETE AND R. PĂLTĂNEA

LEMMA 1. For any a,b,c,d,e, f ,u,v ∈ X we have

a) Γ(a,b;a,b) = ‖a‖2‖b‖2−〈a,b〉2 � 0 ;

b) Γ(c,d;a,b) = Γ(a,b;c,d);

c) Γ(a,b;c,c) = 0 ;

d) Γ(a,b;d,c) = −Γ(a,b;c,d);

e) Γ(a,b;b,c) = 〈a,b〉〈b,c〉− 〈a,c〉‖b‖2 ;

f) Γ is linear in each argument;

g) If e ⊥ a, e ⊥ u and u ⊥ a, then Γ(a,u;e, f ) = 0 , Γ(a,u;e,a) = 0 ;

h) 〈a,c〉Γ(a,b;b,v)−〈a,v〉Γ(a,b;b,c〉= 〈a,b〉Γ(a,b;c,v);

i) Γ(a,b;a,c)Γ(a,b;b,v)−Γ(a,b;a,v)Γ(a,b;b,c) = Γ(a,b;a,b)Γ(a,b;c,v);

j) 〈a,c〉Γ(a,b;d,a)+ 〈a,d〉Γ(a,b;a,c) = −‖a‖2Γ(a,b;c,d) .

Proof. By simple calculations, we obtain the statements. �

THEOREM 1. Let X be an inner product space. For any elements a,b,c,d ∈ X ,
there are u,e, f ∈ X , u ⊥ a, e ⊥ Sp{a,u} , f ⊥ Sp{a,u} and α,β , p,q ∈ R , such that

Γ(a,b;a,b) ·Γ(c,d;c,d)− [Γ(a,b;c,d)]2 (5)

= Γ(a,b;a,b)
[
Γ(a,α f − pe;a,α f − pe)+ Γ(u,β f −qe;u,β f −qe)+ Γ(e, f ;e, f )

]

Proof. There is λ ∈ R and u ∈ X , such that b = λa+u and u ⊥ a . Also there is
μ ∈ R and v ∈ X , such that d = μc+ v and v ⊥ c . We obtain

Γ(a,b;a,b) = Γ(a,λa+u;a,λa+u)= Γ(a,u;a,u),
Γ(c,d;c,d) = Γ(c,μc+ v;c,μc+ v) = Γ(c,v;c,v).

On the other hand, using Lemma 1 - b), c), f) we obtain

Γ(a,b;c,d) = λ μΓ(a,a;c,c)+ λ Γ(a,a;c,v)+ μΓ(a,u;c,c)+ Γ(a,u;c,v)
= Γ(a,u;c,v).

There are α,β , p,q ∈ R and e, f ∈ X , such that

c = αa+ βu+ e, and e ⊥ Sp{a,u};
v = pa+qu+ f , and f ⊥ Sp{a,u}.
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But using relations b)-g) from Lemma 1, we have

Γ(a,u;c,v) = αΓ(a,u;a,v)+ β Γ(a,u;u,v)+ Γ(a,u,e,v)
= α pΓ(a,u;a,a)+ αqΓ(a,u;a,u)+ αΓ(a,u;a, f )+ pβ Γ(a,u;u,a)

+βqΓ(a,u;u,u)+ β Γ(a,u;u, f )+ pΓ(a,u;e,a)+qΓ(a,u;e,u)
+Γ(a,u;e, f )

= (αq−β p)Γ(a,u;a,u).

Also

Γ(c,v;c,v) = Γ(αa+ βu+ e,v;αa+ βu+ e,v)
= α2Γ(a,v;a,v)+2αβ Γ(a,v;u,v)+ β 2Γ(u,v;u,v)

+2αΓ(a,v;e,v)+2β Γ(u,v;e,v)+ Γ(e,v;e,v). (6)

Then we get

Γ(a,v;a,v) = Γ(a,qu+ f ;a,qu+ f ) = q2Γ(a,u;a,u)+ Γ(a, f ;a, f ),
Γ(a,v;u,v) = Γ(a,qu+ f ;u, pa+ f ) = −2pqΓ(a,u;a,u),
Γ(u,v;u,v) = Γ(u, pa+ f ;u, pa+ f ) = p2Γ(a,u;a,u)+ Γ(u, f ;u, f ),
Γ(a,v;e,v) = Γ(a,qu+ f ;e,v) = Γ(a, f ;e,v) = pΓ(a, f ;e,a),
Γ(u,v;e,v) = Γ(u, pa+ f ;e,v) = Γ(u, f ;e,v) = qΓ(u, f ;e,u),
Γ(e,v;e,v) = p2Γ(a,e;a,e)+q2Γ(e,u;e,u)+ Γ(e, f ;e, f ).

By replacing these relations in (6) we obtain

Γ(c,v;c,v) = (αq−β p)2Γ(a,u;a,u)
+α2Γ(a, f ;a, f )+2α pΓ(a, f ;e,a)+ p2Γ(e,a;e,a)
+β 2Γ(u, f ;u, f )+2βqΓ(u, f ,e,u)+q2Γ(e,u,e,u)+ Γ(e, f ;e, f )

= (αq−β p)2Γ(a,u;a,u)+B,

where

B = Γ(a,α f − pe;a,α f − pe)+ Γ(u,β f −qe;u,β f −qe)+ Γ(e, f ;e, f ).

Therefore we have

Γ(a,b;a,b)Γ(c,d;c,d) = Γ(a,u;a,u)Γ(c,v;c,v)
= (αq−β p)2Γ2(a,u;a,u)+ Γ(a,u;a,u)B
= Γ2(a,u;c,v)+ Γ(a,b;a,b)B
= Γ2(a,b;c,d)+ Γ(a,b;a,b)B.

We obtained (5). �
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REMARK 1. Relation (5) from Theorem 1 can be written in an equivalent mode

Γ(a,b;a,b)Γ(c,d;c,d)−Γ2(a,b;c,d)

= Γ(a,b;a,b)[‖a‖2‖α f − pe‖2 +‖u‖2‖β f −qe‖2 +‖e‖2‖ f‖2−〈e, f 〉2, (7)

because a ⊥ (α f − pe) and u ⊥ (β f −qe) .

COROLLARY 1. Let X be an inner product space. For any elements a,b,c,d ∈ X

Γ(a,b;a,b) ·Γ(c,d;c,d) � Γ(a,b;c,d)]2. (8)

REMARK 2. Another proof of Corollary 1 can be given using the Gramian.

COROLLARY 2. Let X be a real inner product space. For any a,b,c,d ∈ X we
have

‖a‖2‖b‖2− (〈a,b〉)2 +‖c‖2‖d‖2− (〈c,d〉)2 � 2
∣∣∣〈a,c〉〈b,d〉− 〈a,d〉〈c,b〉

∣∣∣. (9)

Proof. We apply Theorem2 and the inequality (x+y)2 � 4|xy| , with x= ‖a‖2‖b‖2

−(〈a,b〉)2 and y = ‖c‖2‖d‖2− (〈c,d〉)2 . �

REMARK 3. The inequality in Corollary 2 is the generalization for arbitary inner
space of the result given [5], for the space R

n .

We pass now to obtain an other improvement of inequality (8).

LEMMA 2. For any a,b,c,d ∈ X we have

Γ(a,b;a,c)Γ(a,b;a,d)‖c‖2−〈a,c〉Γ(a,b;a,b)Γ(a,c;c,d)−〈c,d〉Γ2(a,b,a,c)

= ‖a‖2
[
Γ(a,b;bc)Γ(a,c;c,d)+ Γ(a,b;c,a)Γ(b,c;c,d)

]
.

Proof. Using the definition of Γ(a,b;c,d) we deduce

Γ(a,b;a,c)Γ(a,b;a,d) =
(
‖a‖2〈b,c〉− 〈a,c〉〈a,b〉

)(
‖a‖2〈b,d〉− 〈a,b〉〈a,d〉

)

= ‖a‖4〈b,c〉〈b,d〉−‖a‖2〈b,c〉〈a,b〉〈a,d〉
−‖a‖2〈a,c〉〈a,b〉〈b,d〉+ 〈a,b〉2〈a,c〉〈a,d〉.

Γ(a,b;a,b)Γ(a,c;c,d) =
(
‖a‖2‖b‖2−〈a,b〉2

)(
〈a,c〉〈c,d〉−‖c‖2〈a,d〉

)

= ‖a‖2‖b‖2〈a,c〉〈c,d〉−‖a‖2‖b‖2‖c‖2〈a,d〉
−〈a,b〉2〈a,c〉〈c,d〉+‖c‖2〈a,b〉2〈a,d〉.
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Γ2(a,b;b,c) =
(
‖a‖2〈b,c〉− 〈a,b〉〈a,c〉

)2

= ‖a‖4〈b,c〉2−2‖a‖2〈b,c〉〈a,b〉〈a,c〉+ 〈a,b〉2〈a,c〉2.

Therefore we obtain

‖c‖2Γ(a,b;a,c)Γ(a,b;a,d)−〈a,c〉Γ(a,b;a,b)Γ(a,c;c,d)−〈c,d〉Γ2(a,b;b,c)

= ‖a‖2
[
‖c‖2‖a‖2〈b,c〉〈b,d〉−‖c‖2〈b,c〉〈a,d〉−‖c‖2〈a,c〉〈a,b〉〉b,d〉

−‖b‖2〈a,c〉2〈c,d〉+‖b‖2‖c‖2〈a,d〉〈a,c〉−‖a‖2〈c,d〉〈b,c〉2

+2〈b,c〉〈a,b〉〈a,c〉〈c,d〉
]

= ‖a‖2
[(

〈a,b〉〈b,c〉−‖b‖2〈a,c〉
)(

〈a,c〉〈a,d〉− 〈a,d〉‖c‖2
)

+
(
〈a,c〉〈b,a〉−‖a‖2〈b,c〉

)(
〈b,c〉〈c,d〉−‖c‖2〈b,d〉

)]

= ‖a‖2
[
Γ(a,b;bc)Γ(a,c;c,d)+ Γ(a,b;c,a)Γ(b,c;c,d)

]
.

It follows the statement. �
Using the above lemma we obtain:

THEOREM 2. Let X be an inner product space. For any elements a,b,c,d ∈ X
with {a,b} linearly independent and c nonzero vector, we have

Γ(a,b;a,b) ·Γ(c,d;c,d)−Γ2(a,b;c,d)

=
1

‖c‖4Γ2(a,b;a,b)

[
Γ(a,b;b,c)Γ(a,c;c,d)+ Γ(a,b;c,a)Γ(b,c;c,d)

]2
.

Proof. As in Theorem 1 is λ ∈R and u∈X such that b = λa+u and u⊥ a . Also
there is μ ∈ R and v ∈ R , such that d = μc+ v and v ⊥ c . We obtain Γ(a,b;a,b) =
Γ(a,u;a,u) , Γ(c,d;c,d) = ‖c‖2‖v‖2 and Γ(a,b;c,d) = Γ(a,u;c,v) .

There are α,β , p,q ∈ R and e, f ∈ X , such that

c = αa+ βu+ e, and e ⊥ Sp{a,u};
v = pa+qu+ f , and f ⊥ Sp{a,u}.

With these notations we have

Γ(a,u;c,v) = (αq−β p)‖a‖2‖u‖2.

On the other hand,

‖c‖2 = α2‖a‖2 + β 2‖u‖2 +‖e‖2,

‖d‖2 = p2‖a‖2 +q2‖u‖2 +‖ f‖2.
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But

Γ(c,d;c,d) = ‖c‖2‖v2 � (α2‖a‖2 + β 2‖u‖2)(p2‖a‖2 +q2‖u‖2)
= (α p‖a‖2 + βq‖u‖u2)2 +(α p−βq)2‖a‖2‖u‖2

which implies the following inequality

Γ(a,b;a,b) ·Γ(c,d;c,d) � Γ(a,u;c,v)+ (α p‖a‖2 + βq‖u‖u2)2. (10)

From the proof of Theorem 1, we find

α =
〈a,c〉
‖a‖2 , p =

〈a,v〉
‖a‖2 , β =

Γ(a,b,a,c)
Γ(a,b,a,b)

, q =
Γ(a,b;a,v)
Γ(a,b;a,b)

.

So, we can calculate the following

α p‖a‖2 + βq‖u‖u2 =
〈a,c〉〈a,v〉Γ(a,b;a,b)+ Γ(a,b;a,c)Γ(a,b;a,v)

‖a‖2Γ(a,b;a,b)
. (11)

We know that v = d− 〈c,d〉
‖v‖2 c , which implies

〈a,v〉 = −Γ(a,c;c,d)
‖c‖2

Γ(a,b;a,v) = Γ(a,b;a,d)− 〈c,d〉
‖c‖2 ·Γ(a,b;a,c).

Relation (11) becomes

α p‖a‖2 + βq‖u‖u2 =
1

‖a‖2‖c‖2Γ(a,b;a,b)

[
Γ(a,b;a,c)Γ(a,b;a,d)‖c‖2

−〈a,c〉Γ(a,b;a,b)Γ(a,c;c,d)−〈c,d〉Γ2(a,b,a,c)
]
.

and using Lemma 2 we obtain
(

α p‖a‖2 + βq‖u‖u2
)2

=
1

‖c‖4Γ2(a,b;a,b)

[
Γ(a,b;b,c)Γ(a,c,c,d)+ Γ(a,b;c,a)Γ(b,c,c,d)

]2
. (12)

Combining relations (10), (12) and taking into account that Γ(a,u;c.v)= Γ(a,b;c,d)
we obtain the statement �

The result given in Corollary 2 could be extended in the following mode.

COROLLARY 3. Let X be a real inner product space. For any integer n � 2 and
any elements x1,x2, . . . ,xn ∈ X , y1,y2, . . . ,yn ∈ X there holds

(n−1)
n

∑
i=1

(‖xi‖2‖yi‖2− (〈xi,yi〉)2) � 2 ∑
1�i< j�n

∣∣∣〈xi,x j〉〈yi,y j〉− 〈xi,y j〉〈x j,yi〉
∣∣∣. (13)
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Proof. We have

(n−1)
n

∑
i=1

(‖xi‖2‖yi‖2− (〈xi,yi〉)2)

= ∑
1�i< j�n

[
‖xi‖2‖yi‖2− (〈xi,yi〉)2 +‖x j‖2‖y j‖2− (〈x j,y j〉)2

]
.

Therefore the inequality given in (13) reduces to the following inequalities

‖xi‖2‖yi‖2− (〈xi,yi〉)2 +‖x j‖2‖y j‖2− (〈x j,y j〉)2

� 2
∣∣∣〈xi,x j〉〈yi,y j〉− 〈xi,y j〉〈x j,yi〉

∣∣∣,
for all the pairs of integers (i, j) , such that 1 � i < j � n . Then we can apply

Corollary 1, for any pair (i, j) , taking a := xi , b := yi , c := x j , d := y j . �

REMARK 4. If in Corollary 1 we take a = x , c = y , b = d = e , with ‖e‖ = 1,
then we have (

‖x‖2−〈x,e〉2
)(

‖y‖2−〈y,e〉2
)

�
(
〈x,y〉− 〈x,e〉〈e,y〉

)2
.

Therefore, we deduce

|〈x,y〉− 〈x,e〉〈e,y〉| �
√
‖x‖2−〈x,e〉2

√
‖y‖2−〈y,e〉2

� min{‖x‖
√
‖y‖2−〈y,e〉2,‖y‖

√
‖x‖2−〈x,e〉2}.

This inequality is an improvement of the inequality

|〈x,y〉− 〈x,e〉〈e,y〉| � min{‖x‖
√
‖y‖2−〈y,e〉2,‖y‖

√
‖x‖2−〈x,e〉2},

given by Dragomir ([4], Theorem 2.1).

We present an application of Theorem 2 to Sn numbers. Recall that if (X ,〈·, ·〉) is
a inner product space and {e1, . . . ,en} is an orthonormal system of vectors of X , then
for any vectors x,y ∈ X , we define as in [6]:

Sn(x,y) = 〈x,y〉−
n

∑
k=0

〈x,ek〉〈y,ek〉,

x̂ = x−
n

∑
k=0

〈x,ek〉ek.

COROLLARY 4. Let {e1, . . . ,en} be an orthonormal system in the inner product
space X . Let �1, �2 ∈ X , linearly independent, such that 〈ek, �i〉 = 0 , for k = 1,n and
i = 1,2 . Then, for any vectors x,y ∈ X we have

Sn(x,x)Sn(y,y)−S2
n(x,y) � Γ2(x,y;�1, �2)

Γ(�1, �2;�1, �2)
+T (x̂, ŷ, �1, �2), (14)
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where

T (x̂, ŷ, �1, �2) =

[
Γ(x̂, ŷ; ŷ, �1)Γ(x, �1;�1, �2)+ Γ(x̂, ŷ;�1, x̂)Γ(y, �1;�1, �2)

]2

‖�1‖4Γ2(x̂, ŷ; x̂, ŷ)Γ(�1, �2;�1, �2)
.

Proof.
With the above notation we obtain immediately

〈x̂, ŷ〉 = 〈x̂,y〉 = 〈x, ŷ〉 = Sn(x,y). (15)

From relations (4) and (15) we obtain

Γ(x̂, ŷ; x̂, ŷ) = Sn(x,x)Sn(y,y)− (Sn(x,y))2, x,y ∈ X . (16)

From the properties of vectors �1, �2 we obtain for any vectors x,y ∈ X :

Γ(x̂, ŷ;�1, �2) = Γ(x,y;�1, �2). (17)

We apply Theorem 2 with the choice a := x̂ , :
¯
= ŷ , c := �1 , d := �2 and we get

Γ(x̂, ŷ; x̂, ŷ) � Γ2(x̂, ŷ;�1, �2)
Γ(�1, �2;�1, �2)

+T(x̂, ŷ, �1, �2). (18)

From relations (16), (18) and (17) we obtain relation (14). �

REMARK 5. Relation given in (14) and is an improvment of the inequality given
by Kechriniotis and Delibasis [6]:

|Sn(x,y)|2 � Sn(x,x)Sn(y,y)−R(x,y, �1, �2), (19)

where

R(x,y, �1, �2) =

[
〈x, �1〉〈y, �2〉− 〈x, �2〉〈y, �1〉

]2

‖�1‖2‖�2‖2−|〈�1, �2〉|2 ,

since [
〈x, �1〉〈y, �2〉− 〈x, �2〉〈y, �1〉

]2

‖�1‖2‖�2‖2−|〈�1, �2〉|2 =
Γ2(x,y;�1, �2)
Γ(�1, �2;�1, �2)

. (20)

An other variant of inequality (8) is given in the next theorem.

THEOREM 3. Let X be a real inner product space. Then for any vectors a,b,c,d ∈
X , the following inequality

(
‖a‖2‖c‖2 + 〈a,b〉〈c,d〉

)(
‖b‖2‖d‖2 + 〈a,b〉〈c,d〉

)

�
(
〈a,b〉‖c‖2 + 〈c,d〉‖b‖2

)(
〈a,b〉‖d‖2 + 〈c,d〉‖a‖2

)

+
(
〈a,c〉〈b,d〉− 〈a,d〉〈b,c〉

)2

holds.
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Proof. We consider the matrices

A =
(‖a‖2 〈a,b〉
〈a,b〉 ‖b‖2

)
and B =

(‖c‖2 〈c,d〉
〈c,d〉 ‖d‖2

)
.

It follows

AB =
(‖a‖2‖c‖2 + 〈a,b〉〈c,d〉 ‖a‖2〈c,d〉+ 〈a,b〉‖d‖2

〈a,b〉‖c‖2 + 〈c,d〉‖b‖2 〈a,b〉〈c,d〉+‖b‖2‖d‖2

)
.

But, we have the property

detAB = detA ·detB.

So, we deduce

(
‖a‖2‖c‖2 + 〈a,b〉〈c,d〉

)(
‖b‖2‖d‖2 + 〈a,b〉〈c,d〉

)

−
(
〈a,b〉‖c‖2 + 〈c,d〉‖b‖2

)(
〈a,b〉‖d‖2 + 〈c,d〉‖a‖2

)

=
(
‖a‖2‖b‖2−〈a,b〉2

)(
‖c‖2‖d‖2−〈c,d〉2

)
.

Using inequality (5) we obtain the desired inequality. �
For nonzero vectors x and y in X we define the angular distance α[x,y] between

x and y by

α[x,y] =
∥∥∥∥ x
‖x‖ − y

‖y‖
∥∥∥∥ , (21)

see ([2]).
Therefore, from [1], using the relation:

1
2
‖x‖ · ‖y‖ ·

∥∥∥∥ x
‖x‖ − y

‖y‖
∥∥∥∥

2

= ‖x‖ · ‖y‖−〈x,y〉, (22)

we obtain that

‖x‖ · ‖y‖−〈x,y〉=
1
2
‖x‖ · ‖y‖ · (α[x,y])2. (23)

In what follows we obtain an other inequality in conection with relation (2).

THEOREM 4. Let X be a real inner product space. Then for any nonzero vectors
a,b,c,d ∈ X , with 〈a,b〉, 〈c,d〉 � 0 , the following inequality

‖a‖2‖b‖2−〈a,b〉2 +‖c‖2‖d‖2−〈c,d〉2 � 1
2
· ‖a‖ · ‖b‖ · ‖c‖ · ‖d‖ · (α[a,b] ·α[c,d])2

(24)
holds.
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Proof. Using the following identity ‖a‖2‖b‖2 −〈a,b〉2 =
∥∥∥‖b‖a− 〈a,b〉

‖b‖ b
∥∥∥2

in a

real inner product space, we have:

‖a‖2‖b‖2−〈a,b〉2 +‖c‖2‖d‖2−〈c,d〉2 =
∥∥∥∥‖b‖a− 〈a,b〉

‖b‖ b

∥∥∥∥
2

+
∥∥∥∥‖d‖c− 〈c,d〉

‖d‖ d

∥∥∥∥
2

� 2

∥∥∥∥‖b‖a− 〈a,b〉
‖b‖ b

∥∥∥∥ ·
∥∥∥∥‖d‖c− 〈c,d〉

‖d‖ d

∥∥∥∥
� 2

(
‖a‖ · ‖b‖− |〈a,b〉|

)(
‖c‖ · ‖d‖− |〈c,d〉|

)
.

Therefore, using (22), we deduce

‖a‖2‖b‖2−〈a,b〉2 +‖c‖2‖d‖2−〈c,d〉2

� 2 · 1
2
‖a‖ · ‖b‖ ·

∥∥∥∥ a
‖a‖ −

b
‖b‖

∥∥∥∥
2

· 1
2
‖c‖ · ‖d‖ ·

∥∥∥∥ c
‖c‖ − d

‖d‖
∥∥∥∥

2

.

Combining this inequality with relation (21) we get the statement. �

REMARK 6. In certain cases inequality (24) is stronger than inequality (3), while
in other cases the second one is stronger. For instance, if X = R

2 , a = (1,1) , b = (1,0) ,
c = (1,−1) , d = (−1,1) , then we deduce

1
2
· ‖a‖ · ‖b‖ · ‖c‖ · ‖d‖ · (α[a,b] ·α[c,d])2 > 0 = 2|〈a,c〉〈b,d〉− 〈a,d〉〈b,c〉|.

On the other hand, for X = R
2 , a =

(
1, 1

2

)
, b = (1,1) , c =

(
1
2 ,1

)
, d = (1,0) , then

2|〈a,c〉〈b,d〉− 〈a,d〉〈b,c〉|= 1

>
(
√

10−3)(
√

5−1)
2

=
1
2
· ‖a‖ · ‖b‖ · ‖c‖ · ‖d‖ · (α[a,b] ·α[c,d])2.

REMARK 7. As in Corollary 2, if 〈xi,yi〉 � 0, ∀ i = 1,n , we obtain the following
generalization of inequality (24):

(n−1)
n

∑
i=1

(‖xi‖2‖yi‖2− (〈xi,yi〉)2) � ∑
1�i< j�n

‖xi‖·‖x j‖·‖yi‖·‖y j‖·(α[xi,x j] ·α[yi,y j])2.
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