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FURUTA INEQUALITY AND q–HYPONORMAL OPERATORS

JIANGTAO YUAN

(Communicated by F. Hansen)

Abstract. This paper is to consider Furuta type inequalities and q -hyponormal operators. It is
shown that the complete form and original form of Furuta inequality are equivalent to each other.
Forward, we prove that the complete form and original form of Furuta inequality are equivalent
to the order relations among Aluthge transforms on q -hyponormal operators. Lastly, a simplified
and short proof of the order structure on powers of q -hyponormal operators is shown.

1. Introduction

A capital letter (such as T ) means a bounded linear operator on a Hilbert space.
T � 0 and T > 0 mean a positive operator and an invertible positive operator re-
spectively. As a celebrated development of the classical Loewner-Heinz inequality
(A � B � 0 ensures Ap � Bp for any 1 � p � 0), Furuta [8] provided a kind of order
preserving operator inequality.

THEOREM 1.1. (Furuta inequality, [8]) Let r � 0 , p > 0 and A � B � 0 , then

(
Br/2ApBr/2)min{1,p}+r

p+r �
(
Br/2BpBr/2)min{1,p}+r

p+r ,(
Ar/2ApAr/2)min{1,p}+r

p+r �
(
Ar/2BpAr/2)min{1,p}+r

p+r .

Tanahashi [21] proved the optimality of the outer exponent min{1, p}+ r , see
[9] for related topics of Furuta inequality. In order to establish the order structure on
powers of operators [29], the complete form of Furuta inequality was shown in [31].

THEOREM 1.2. (Complete form, [31]) Let q > 0 , r � 0 , p > p0 > 0 and s(q) =
min

{
p,2p0 +min{q,r}} . Then A � 0 and B � 0 such that Aq � Bq ensure

(A
r
2 Bp0A

r
2 )

s(q)+r
p0+r � (A

r
2 BpA

r
2 )

s(q)+r
p+r .
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We call the theorem above the complete form of Furuta inequality because the case
p0 = q = 1 of it implies the essential part ( p > 1) of Furuta inequality for q+r

s(1)+r ∈ (0,1]
by the Loewner-Heinz inequality. For convenience, we call Furuta inequality (Theorem
1.1) the original form of Furuta inequality. An equivalent relation between the complete
form and original form of Furuta inequality will be proved in section 2 (Theorem 2.5).

It is known that there are many applications of Furuta type inequalities to the the-
ory of q -hyponormal operators where q > 0. An operator T is called a q -hyponormal
operator (introduced by [3, 6, 7]) if (T ∗T )q � (TT ∗)q , where T ∗ is the adjoint operator
of T . If q = 1, T is called a hyponormal operator ([12]) and if q = 1/2, T is called
a semi-hyponormal operator ([23]). It is clear that every q2 -hyponormal operator is
q1 -hyponormal for 0 < q1 � q2 by Loewner-Heinz inequality.

Hyponormal operators have been studied by many authors. See [13, 20, 24] for
related topics and basic properties of hyponormal operators. In order to discuss q -
hyponormal operators, Aluthge [1] introduced the so-called Aluthge transform
T (1/2,1/2) = |T |1/2U |T |1/2 where U and |T | are polar factors of T , and researched
the Aluthge transform on q -hyponormaloperators by using Furuta inequality. Aluthge’s
result [1, Theorem 1-2] on Aluthge transform T (1/2,1/2) was extended to the (gener-
alized) Aluthge transform T (p,r) = |T |pU |T |r where p > 0 and r > 0.

THEOREM 1.3. ([1, 14, 28]) Let p > 0 , r > 0 and q > 0 . If T is a q-hyponormal
operator and γ(q, p,r) = min{q+ p,q+ r, p+ r} , then(

(T (p,r))∗T (p,r)
) γ(q,p,r)

p+r �
(
T (p,r)(T (p,r))∗

) γ(q,p,r)
p+r . (1.1)

Moreover, the outer exponent γ(q, p,r) in the Theorem above is optimal in the
following sense.

THEOREM 1.4. ([26]) For each p > 0 , r > 0 , q > 0 and α > 1 , there exists a
q-hyponormal operator T such that(

(T (p,r))∗T (p,r)
) γ(q,p,r)

p+r α �� (T (p,r)(T (p,r))∗)∗
) γ(q,p,r)

p+r α
.

The Aluthge transform is an effective tool in operator theory and has received
much attention in recent years, see [4, 5, 11, 18, 19, 22].

[31, Theorem 3.3] implies that the order relations among Aluthge transforms on
q -hyponormal operators are determined by the complete form of Furuta inequality. In
section 3, the converse will be proved, that is, the order relations among Aluthge trans-
forms also deduces Furuta inequality via shift operator. These imply that Furuta in-
equality and the order relations among Aluthge transforms are equivalent to each other.

It is well known that if T is a hyponormal operator, T 2 is not hyponormal in
general [13, Problem 209]. [2] proved that, for a q -hyponormal operator T where
0 < q � 1, Tn is q

n -hyponormal. This result is a breakthrough in the study of [13,
Problem 209]. Soon, some researchers obtained more precise results [10, 15, 25].

Inspired by the problem of powers of hyponormal operators, the order structure on
powers of operators was introduced in [29]. The order structure on powers of opera-
tors consists of same-side structure and different-side structure. The same-side structure
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means the order relations between T ∗n+m
Tn+m and T ∗n

T n (or TnT ∗n
and Tn+mT ∗n+m

),
and the different-side structure means the order relations between T ∗m

Tm and TnT ∗n

where m , n are positive integers. Therefore the original problem of powers of hyponor-
mal operators belongs to different-side structure on powers of hyponormal operators.
In section 4, a simplified, short and self contained proof (only one page) of the structure
on powers of q -hyponormal operators is given.

The order structure among Aluthge transforms on operators can be defined in a
manner similar to the order structure on powers of operators, that is, the same-side
structure means the order relations between (T (p,r))∗T (p,r) and (T (p0,r))∗T (p0,r)
(or T (p,r)(T (p,r))∗ and T (p,r0)(T (p,r0))∗ ), and the different-side structure means
the relations between (T (p,r))∗T (p,r) and T (p,r)(T (p,r))∗ where p > p0 > 0, r >
r0 > 0.

In this paper, section 2 is devoted to the equivalent relations between the complete
form and original form of Furuta inequality. In section 3, the equivalent relations be-
tween the Furuta type inequalities and the order structure among Aluthge transforms
on q -hyponormal operators are obtained. At the end, we give a simplified proof of the
structure on powers of q -hyponormal operators.

2. Furuta type inequalities

Recall that s(q) = min{p,2p0 +min{q,r}} . In order to prove Theorem 2.5, The-
orem 2.1 is proved in advance.

THEOREM 2.1. Let r > 0 , 0 < p0 < p, A � 0 and B � 0 .

(1) If ker(AB
p0
2 ) ⊆ kerB, then for each r , p0 and p, the following inequalities are

equivalent to each other:(
B

p0
2 ArB

p0
2
) p−p0

r+p0 �
(
B

p0
2 BrB

p0
2
) p−p0

r+p0 , (2.1)

(Ar/2Bp0Ar/2)
p+r
p0+r � (Ar/2BpAr/2)

p+r
p+r . (2.2)

In particular, (2.1) implies (2.2) without the condition ker(AB
p0
2 ) ⊆ kerB.

(2) If ker(BA
p0
2 ) ⊆ kerA, then for each r , p0 and p, the following inequalities are

equivalent to each other:(
A

p0
2 BrA

p0
2
) p−p0

r+p0 �
(
A

p0
2 ArA

p0
2
) p−p0

r+p0 , (2.3)

(Br/2Ap0Br/2)
p+r
p0+r � (Br/2ApBr/2)

p+r
p+r . (2.4)

In particular, (2.3) implies (2.4) without the condition ker(BA
p0
2 ) ⊆ kerA.

Theorem 2.1 says that the order relations between B
p0
2 ArB

p0
2 and B

p0
2 BrB

p0
2 is

equivalent to the order relations between Ar/2Bp0Ar/2 and Ar/2BpAr/2 under some ker-
nel conditions.



408 J. T. YUAN

Theorem 2.1 can be regarded as a parallel result to the following result which
implies that class A(p,r) coincides with class wA(p,r)[16, Theorem 3]. For A � 0,
A0 means the projection P(kerA)⊥ .

THEOREM 2.2. ([16, 17]) Let r > 0 , 0 � p0 < p, A � 0 and B � 0 .

(1) If ker(AB
p0
2 ) ⊆ kerB, then for each r , p0 and p, the following inequalities are

equivalent to each other:

(
B

p
2 ArB

p
2
) p−p0

r+p �
(
B

p
2 BrB

p
2
) p−p0

r+p , (2.5)

(Ar/2Bp0Ar/2)
p0+r
p0+r � (Ar/2BpAr/2)

p0+r
p+r . (2.6)

In particular, (2.5) implies (2.6) without the condition ker(AB
p0
2 ) ⊆ kerB.

(2) For each r , p0 and p, the following inequalities are equivalent to each other:

(
A

p
2 BrA

p
2
) p−p0

r+p �
(
A

p
2 ArA

p
2
) p−p0

r+p , (2.7)

(Br/2Ap0Br/2)
p0+r
p0+r � (Br/2ApBr/2)

p0+r
p+r . (2.8)

Note that the outer exponent p + r in (2.2) and (2.4) is greater than the outer
exponent p0 + r in (2.6) and (2.8), and the outer exponent p+ r is optimal in Theorem
2.5 ([31, Theorem 1.4]).

LEMMA 2.3. ([16]) Let X be an operator, S and T self-adjoint operators such
that

X∗SX � X∗TX .

If kerX∗ ⊆ kerS and kerX∗ ⊆ kerT , then S � T .

Proof of Theorem 2.1. (2.1) ⇒ (2.2) . By [9, p. 129], (2.2) is equivalent to

A
r
2 B

p0
2 (B

p0
2 ArB

p0
2 )

p−p0
p0+r B

p0
2 A

r
2 � A

r
2 B

p0
2 Bp−p0B

p0
2 A

r
2 . (2.9)

By (2.1), (2.9) holds.
(2.2) ⇒ (2.1) . (2.9) follows by (2.2). By Lemma 2.3 and ker(AB

p0
2 ) ⊆ kerB , it

is enough to prove ker(AB
p0
2 ) = ker(A

r
2 B

p0
2 ) . In fact,

x ∈ ker(AB
p0
2 ) ⇔ B

p0
2 x ∈ kerA ⇔ B

p0
2 x ∈ ker(A

r
2 ) ⇔ x ∈ ker(A

r
2 B

p0
2 ).

So that ker(A
r
2 B

p0
2 ) = ker(AB

p0
2 ) ⊆ kerB .

(2.3) ⇒ (2.4) . By [9, p. 129], (2.4) is equivalent to

B
r
2 A

p0
2 (A

p0
2 BrA

p0
2 )

p−p0
p0+r A

p0
2 B

r
2 � B

r
2 A

p0
2 Ap−p0A

p0
2 B

r
2 . (2.10)



FURUTA INEQUALIY AND q -HYPONORMAL OPERATORS 409

By (2.3), (2.10) holds.
(2.4) ⇒ (2.3) . (2.10) follows by (2.4). By Lemma 2.3 and ker(BA

p0
2 ) ⊆ kerA , it

is sufficient to prove ker(BA
p0
2 ) = ker(B

r
2 A

p0
2 ) . In fact,

x ∈ ker(BA
p0
2 ) ⇔ A

p0
2 x ∈ kerB ⇔ A

p0
2 x ∈ ker(B

r
2 ) ⇔ x ∈ ker(B

r
2 A

p0
2 ).

So that ker(B
r
2 A

p0
2 ) = ker(BA

p0
2 ) ⊆ kerA . Hence the proof is complete. �

We remark that the proofs of Theorem 2.1 and 2.2 are different: the proof of The-
orem 2.1 depends on Lemma 2.3 and proof of Theorem 2.2 depends on the following
result.

LEMMA 2.4. ([17]) Let α ∈ (0,1] , A � 0 and B � 0 , then

lim
ε→+0

A1/2B1/2((B1/2AB1/2)α + εI
)−1

B1/2A1/2 = (A1/2BA1/2)1−α .

Note that the assertion that (2.2) ensures (2.1) is not true without the condition

ker(AB
p0
2 ) ⊆ kerB (cf. [17, Remark 1]): Let A =

(
a 0
0 0

)
, B =

(
1 0
0 1

)
where a > 1,

then ker(AB
p0
2 ) �⊆ kerB and

(
B

p0
2 ArB

p0
2
) p−p0

r+p0 =

(
a

r(p−p0)
p0+r 0
0 0

)
��
(

1 0
0 1

)
=
(
B

p0
2 BrB

p0
2
) p−p0

r+p0 ,

(Ar/2Bp0Ar/2)
p+r
p0+r =

(
a

r(p+r)
p0+r 0
0 0

)
�
(

ar 0
0 0

)
= (Ar/2BpAr/2)

p+r
p+r .

Though (2.8) implies (2.7) without the condition ker(BA
p0
2 )⊆ kerA , it is unknown

if (2.4) ensures (2.3) is true without ker(BA
p0
2 ) ⊆ kerA .

THEOREM 2.5. Let r > 0 , 0 < p0 < p, A � B � 0 . If p � s(1) , then for each r ,
p0 and p, the following inequalities hold and they are equivalent to each other:(

B
p0
2 ArB

p0
2
) p−p0

r+p0 �
(
B

p0
2 BrB

p0
2
) p−p0

r+p0 ,

(Ar/2Bp0Ar/2)
p+r
p0+r � (Ar/2BpAr/2)

p+r
p+r .

Proof. The two inequalities in the theorem follow by the original form and com-
plete form of Furuta inequality respectively. Note that A � B � 0 implies kerA⊆ kerB ,
by Theorem 2.1, the proof is complete if kerA ⊆ kerB ensures ker(AB

p0
2 ) ⊆ kerB . In

fact,

x ∈ ker(AB
p0
2 ) ⇔ B

p0
2 x ∈ kerA ⇒ B

p0
2 x ∈ kerB ⇔ x ∈ ker(B

p0
2 +1) = kerB. �

Theorem 2.5 says that the original form and complete form of Furuta inequality
are equivalent to each other.

A fact should be pointed out that Theorem 2.5 can be proved without using Theo-
rem 2.1 if A � B � 0, A and B are invertible.
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3. Structure among Aluthge transforms implies Furuta inequality

THEOREM 3.1. Let p > p0 > 0 , r > r0 > 0 , q > 0 , s(q)= min
{

p,2p0+min{q,r}}
and s̃(q) = min

{
r,2r0 +min{q, p}} . For each p, p0 , r , r0 and q, the following as-

sertions (3.1)–(3.4) imply (3.5)–(3.8) respectively.

(1) If T is a q-hyponormal operator, then

(
(T (p,r))∗T (p,r)

) s(q)+r
p+r �

(
(T (p0,r))∗T (p0,r)

) s(q)+r
p0+r , (3.1)(

(T (p,r))∗T (p,r)
)min{p,q}+r

p+r � (T ∗T )min{p,q}+r, (3.2)(
T (p,r)(T (p,r))∗

) s̃(q)+p
r+p �

(
T (p,r0)(T (p,r0))∗

) s̃(q)+p
r0+p , (3.3)(

T (p,r)(T (p,r))∗
)min{r,q}+p

r+p � (T ∗T )min{r,q}+p. (3.4)

(2) If A � 0 , B � 0 such that Aq � Bq , then

(Br/2ApBr/2)
s(q)+r
p+r � (Br/2Ap0Br/2)

s(q)+r
p0+r , (3.5)

(Br/2ApBr/2)
min{p,q}+r

p+r � Bmin{p,q}+r, (3.6)

(A
p
2 BrA

p
2 )

s̃(q)+p
r+p � (A

p
2 Br0A

p
2 )

s̃(q)+p
r0+p , (3.7)

(A
p
2 BrA

p
2 )

min{r,q}+p
r+p � Amin{r,q}+p. (3.8)

Theorem 3.1 says that Furuta inequality (Theorem 1.1–1.2) is equivalent to the
same-side structure among Aluthge transforms.

(1.1) follows by (3.2) and (3.4) easily for γ(q, p,r)= min
{

min{p,q}+r, min{r,q}
+ p
}

. Theorem 3.1 (1) is a direct result of the complete form of Furuta inequality ([31,
Theorem 3.3]).

In order to prove the result, the following lemma will be needed.

LEMMA 3.2. (Shift operator, [26, 27, 29, 30]) For A � 0 and B � 0 on a Hilbert
space H , define operators U and D on

⊕∞
k=−∞Hk where Hk

∼= H as follows:

U =

⎛⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

. . .

. . . 0
1 (0)

1 0
. . .

. . .

⎞⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠
, D =

⎛⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

. . .

B
1
2

(A
1
2 )

A
1
2

. . .

⎞⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠
where (·) shows the place of the (0,0) matrix element, and T =UD. Then the follow-
ing assertions hold for each q > 0 , p > p0 > 0 , r > r0 > 0 and β > 0 :
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(1) T is q-hyponormal if and only if Aq � Bq .

(2) (|T ∗|r|T |2p|T ∗|r)β � |T ∗|2(p+r)β if and only if (B
r
2 ApB

r
2 )β � B(p+r)β .

(3) |T |2(p+r)β � (|T |p|T ∗|2r|T |p)β if and only if A(p+r)β � (A
p
2 BrA

p
2 )β .

(4) (|T ∗|r|T |2p|T ∗|r) β
p+r � (|T ∗|r|T |2p0 |T ∗|r)

β
p0+r if and only if

(B
r
2 ApB

r
2 )

β
p+r � (B

r
2 Ap0B

r
2 )

β
p0+r .

(5) (|T |p|T ∗|2r0 |T |p)
β

p+r0 � (|T |p|T ∗|2r|T |p) β
p+r if and only if

(A
p
2 Br0A

p
2 )

β
p+r0 � (A

p
2 BrA

p
2 )

β
p+r .

(6) (T ∗n+m
T n+m)

β
n+m � (T ∗n

T n)
β
n if and only if

(
Bl/2An+m−lBl/2) β

n+m �
(
Bl/2An−lBl/2) βn where l = 1, . . . ,n−1,(

Bl/2An+m−lBl/2) β
n+m � Bβ where l = n, . . . ,n+m−1.

(7) (TnTn∗)
β
n � (Tn+mTn+m∗

)
β

n+m if and only if

(
Aj/2Bn− jA j/2) βn �

(
Aj/2Bn+m− jA j/2) β

n+m where j = 1,2, . . . ,n−1,

Aβ �
(
Aj/2Bn+m− jA j/2) β

n+m where j = n,n+1, . . . ,n+m−1.

(8) (T ∗m
Tm)

β
m � (TnT ∗n

)
β
n if and only if

Aβ � Bβ and

(B
l
2 Am−lB

l
2 )

β
m � Bβ where l = 1,2, ...,m,

Aβ � (A
j
2 Bn− jA

j
2 )

β
n where j = 1,2, ...,n.

(9)
(
(T (p,r))∗T (p,r)

) β
p+r �

(
T (p,r)(T (p,r))∗

) β
p+r if and only if

(
Br/2ApBr/2)

β
p+r � Bβ and

(A
p
2 BrA

p
2 )

β
r+p � Aβ .

Proof of Theorem 3.1. It is enough to prove that (3.1) implies (3.5) because the
others can be proved similarly.
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If A � 0, B � 0 such that Aq � Bq , define T as in Lemma 3.2, then T is q -
hyponormal by (1) of Lemma 3.2. Thus the inequality (3.1) holds. By the property of
the polar decomposition of T ∗ , (3.1) is equivalent to(∣∣T ∗∣∣r∣∣T ∣∣2p∣∣T ∗∣∣r) s(q)+r

p+r �
(∣∣T ∗∣∣r∣∣T ∣∣2p0

∣∣T ∗∣∣r) s(q)+r
p0+r .

Therefore, the inequality (3.5) follows by (4) of Lemma 3.2. �

Similarly to the proof of Theorem 3.1, the following result can be proved by (9) of
Lemma 3.2.

THEOREM 3.3. Let p > 0 , r > 0 , q > 0 and γ(q, p,r) = min{q+ p,q+ r, p+ r} .
For each p, r and q, the following assertion (1) and (2) are equivalent to each other:

(1) If T is a q-hyponormal operator, then(
(T (p,r))∗T (p,r)

) γ(q,p,r)
p+r �

(
T (p,r)(T (p,r))∗

) γ(q,p,r)
p+r . (3.9)

(2) If A � 0 , B � 0 such that Aq � Bq , then

(Br/2ApBr/2)
γ(q,p,r)

p+r � Bγ(q,p,r),

(A
p
2 BrA

p
2 )

γ(q,p,r)
r+p � Aγ(q,p,r).

(3.10)

By the viewpoint of this section and Lemma 3.2, the problems below on Furuta
inequality and Aluthge transform are equivalent.

PROBLEM 3.4. When q > r > 0 and 2p0 + r = 2p0 +min{q,r} < p, is the outer
exponent s(q)+ r = 2p0 +2r in (3.1) of Theorem 3.1 optimal in the sense of Theorem
1.3?

PROBLEM 3.5 ([31]). When q > r > 0 and 2p0 +r = 2p0 +min{q,r}< p, is the
outer exponent s(q)+ r = 2p0 +2r in (3.5) of Theorem 3.1 optimal?

4. Simplified proof

THEOREM 4.1. (Order structure, [15, 27, 29]) Let m, n be positive integers, q >
0 and γ(q,m,n) = min{q,m,n+ 1} . If T is q-hyponormal, then the following asser-
tions hold:

(1) Same-side structure,(
T ∗m+1

Tm+1)min{q,m}+1
m+1 �

(
T ∗T

)min{q,m}+1
, (4.1)(

T ∗m+n+1
Tm+n+1) γ(q,m,n)+n+1

m+n+1 �
(
T ∗n+1

Tn+1) γ(q,m,n)+n+1
n+1 , (4.2)(

Tm+1T ∗m+1)min{q,m}+1
m+1 �

(
TT ∗)min{q,m}+1

, (4.3)(
Tm+n+1T ∗m+n+1) γ(q,m,n)+n+1

m+n+1 �
(
Tn+1T ∗n+1) γ(q,m,n)+n+1

n+1 . (4.4)
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(2) Different-side structure,

(T ∗m+1
Tm+1)

min{q,m+1}
m+1 � (TT ∗)min{q,m+1}, (4.5)

(T ∗T )min{q,n+1} � (Tn+1T ∗n+1
)

min{q,n+1}
n+1 , (4.6)

(T ∗m+1
Tm+1)

min{q,m+1,n+1}
m+1 � (Tn+1T ∗n+1

)
min{q,m+1,n+1}

n+1 . (4.7)

[29] showed Theorem 4.1 except (4.1) and (4.3). Ito [15] obtained (4.1) and (4.3).
The case q � 2 of (4.2) and (4.4) are the main results of [27].

In order to give a short and simplified proof, a variant on original form of Furuta
inequality is prepared.

THEOREM 4.2. (Variant on original form) Let q > 0 , r � 0 , p > 0 , A � 0 and
B � 0 . Then Aq � Bq ensures(

Br/2ApBr/2)min{q,p}+r
p+r �

(
Br/2BpBr/2)min{q,p}+r

p+r ,(
Ar/2ApAr/2)min{q,p}+r

p+r �
(
Ar/2BpAr/2)min{q,p}+r

p+r .

Proof of Theorem 4.1. The assertions (4.1), (4.3), (4.5)–(4.7), (4.2) and (4.4) will
be proved in turn.

Step 1. To prove (4.1) by induction and the original form of Furuta inequality
(Theorem 4.2): When m = 1, (4.1) becomes

(
T ∗1+1

T 1+1)min{q,1}+1
1+1 �

(
T ∗T

)min{q,1}+1
.

By the property of the polar decomposition of T ∗ , the inequality above is equivalent to

(∣∣T ∗∣∣∣∣T ∣∣2∣∣T ∗∣∣)min{q,1}+1
1+1 �

∣∣T ∗∣∣2(min{q,1}+1)
. (4.8)

(4.8) follows by the q -hyponormality of T and the original form of Furuta inequality
(Theorem 4.2). Assume that (4.1) holds for m = k(� 1) , this together with the q -
hyponormality of T and min{min{q,k}+1,q}= min{q,k+1} deduce that

(
T ∗k+1

Tk+1)min{q,k+1}
k+1 �

(
TT ∗)min{q,k+1}

.

Then, by applying the original form of Furuta inequality to |Tk+1| 2
k+1 and

∣∣T ∗∣∣2 ,

(∣∣T ∗∣∣∣∣Tk+1
∣∣2∣∣T ∗∣∣)min{q,k+1}+1

k+1+1 �
∣∣T ∗∣∣2(min{q,k+1}+1)

. (4.9)

By the property of the polar decomposition of T ∗ , (4.9) is equivalent to

(
T ∗k+1+1

Tk+1+1)min{q,k+1}+1
k+1+1 �

(
T ∗T

)min{q,k+1}+1
.
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Therefore (4.1) holds.
Step 2. To prove (4.3): The proof of (4.3) is similar to that of (4.1).
Step 3. To prove (4.5)–(4.7): (4.5) is a direct result of (4.1) and the q -hyponormality

of T because of min
{

min{q,m}+1,q
}

= min{q,m+1} . The proof of (4.6) is similar
to (4.5). (4.7) follows by (4.5) and (4.6).

Step 4. To prove (4.2): If m = 1, then min
{

min{q,n+1},1}= γ(q,m,n) . Thus,

by (4.6) and applying the original form of Furuta inequality to
∣∣T ∣∣2 and |T ∗n+1 | 2

n+1 ,

(∣∣T ∗n+1∣∣∣∣T ∣∣2∣∣T ∗n+1∣∣) γ(q,m,n)+n+1
1+n+1 �

∣∣T ∗n+1∣∣2(γ(q,m,n)+n+1)
. (4.10)

In the case of m � 2, by (4.7) and applying the original form of Furuta inequality to∣∣Tm
∣∣ 2

m and |T ∗n+1 | 2
n+1 ,

(∣∣T ∗n+1∣∣∣∣Tm
∣∣2∣∣T ∗n+1∣∣) γ(q,m,n)+n+1

m+n+1 �
∣∣T ∗n+1∣∣2(γ(q,m,n)+n+1)

. (4.11)

So (4.2) holds by (4.10)–(4.11) and the property of the polar decomposition of T ∗n+1
.

Step 5. To prove (4.4): The proof of (4.4) is similar to that of (4.2). �

Step 1 of Proof of Theorem 4.1 is a short proof of Ito’s result [15, Theorem 1].
The outer exponents of the inequalities in Theorem 4.1 are optimal except the cases
n+1 < min{q,m} of (4.2) and (4.4) by [27, Theorem 3.1] and [29, Theorem 3.2].

PROBLEM 4.3 ([29]). When n+1<min{q,m} , is the outer exponent γ(q,m,n)+
n+1 = 2(n+1) in (4.2) and (4.4) optimal?

By Lemma 3.2 (6)–(7), Problem 4.3 is a special case of Problem 3.5.
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