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ON THE EXTENDED HOLOMORPHIC CURVES ON C*-ALGEBRAS

YINGLI HOU AND KU1 J1*

(Communicated by N.-C. Wong)

Abstract. For Q C C a connected open set, and %/ a unital C*-algebra, let Z?(%) denote
the sets of all projections in % . If P: Q — 22(% ) is a holomorphic % -valued map, then P
is called an extended holomorphic curve on Z?(% ). In this note, we focus on discussing the
unitary classification problem of extended holomorphic curves. By considering the metric of
related determinant jet bundles, we give a necessary and sufficient condition for some extended
holomorphic curves on C* -algebras to be unitary equivalent.

1. Introduction

In this note, we will discuss the unitary equivalence problem of holomorphic maps
in Grassmann manifolds in a C*-algebraic setting. Let %/ be a unital C*-algebra, then
p € % is called a projection in % whenever p> = p = p*, and & (%) denote the
set of all projections in % which is called Grassmann manifold of % . Let Q C C
be a connected open set. If P: Q — & (%) is a holomorphic % -valued map, then it
is called an extended holomorphic curve on &?(%) (in order to discriminate ordinary
holomorphic curve).

Let P,Q: Q — P(%) be two extended holomorphic curves. We say that P and
Q are unitary equivalent (denoted by P ~ Q) if there exists a unitary U € % such that
P(A)=UQA)U*, YA € Q (cf. [6]).

The unitary equivalent problem of extended holomorphic curves originates from
the systematic researches of holomorphic curves initiated by M. J. Cowen and R. G.
Douglas. Let % be a complex separable Hilbert space and Gr(n,.s¢’) denote n-
dimensional Grassmann manifold, the set of all n-dimensional subspaces of 7. A
map p: Q — Gr(n,s€) is called as a holomorphic curve, if there exist n holomor-
phic 7 -valued functions ey, es,...,e, on Q such that p(A) = \V{ei1(1),...,en(1)}
for each A € Q, where symbol “\/” denotes the closure of linear span (cf. [2]). In
the paper [2], M. J. Cowen and R. G. Douglas introduced a class of operators related
to complex geometry now referred to as Cowen-Douglas operators [cf. example 1.2].
There exists a natural connection between holomorphic curves and this class of opera-
tors.
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M. J. Cowen and R. G. Douglas obtained a unitary equivalence classification of
holomorphic curves in [2]. They proved that a kind of curvature function is a unitary
invariant of the holomorphic curves and Cowen-Doulgas operators by means of com-
plex hermitian geometry techniques. Subsequently, the curvature function turns into an
important object of the research of classification of Cowen-Douglas operators (cf. [4],
[11], [12], [15]). In 1981, a C*-algebra approach to Cowen-Dougals theory was given
by C. Apostol and M. Martin (cf. [1]). And M. Martin and N. Salinas did a series work
of holomorphic curves on extended flag manifolds and extended Grassmann manifolds
(cf. [6], [7], [8], [11], [14]). In the spirit of the above work, we want to character-
ize unitary equivalence problem of extended holomorphic curves with some geometry
concepts.

The paper is organized as follows. In §1 some notations and known results will be
introduced. In §2, We define a special class of extended holomorphic curves analogous
to Bott projection in C* -algebras. By considering the metric of a related determinant jet
bundle, we also give a necessary and sufficient condition for two extended holomorphic
curves in this class to be unitary equivalent.

We will introduce some notations and results first, and all the notations are adopted
from [1], [2], [3] and [6].

N . =/ . o
To simplify the notation, we use the symbol “d" d!” denotes partial derivative *
a]+1 s

Fian. =J —=J =0
(1) symbol 9~ stands for @ 9° and 9’ stands for 9 9’
(2) symbol 9 stands for ', and o stands for 51,
(3) 7°9'P=P, when J=1=0.
Firstly, we need a criterion for determining the holomorphic map from Q to

PU).

where /,J are non-negative integers. And for any / and J,

1.1[6] Let % be a unital C*-algebra. Let P: Q — P (%) be a % -valued infinitely
differentiable map. Then P is called holomorphic if and only if

JdP(A) =P(L)IP(A), VA € Q. (1.1)
Since P(A) is a projection, for any A € Q, we can get that
dP(A) = [dP(X)]P(A) 4+ P(A)[9P(L)].
So (1.1) is equivalent to say that
[@P(A)]P(A) =0 <= dP(A) = [0P(1)]P(A) <= P(A)dP(1) =0, VA € Q.

EXAMPLE 1.2. A class of Cowen-Douglas operator with index n: B,(Q) is de-
fined as follows [2]:

B,(Q)={T e L (): (i) QCo(T)=:{A € C: T — Al isnotinvertible},
(i1) VacaKer(T —2) = 7,
(iii) Ran(T — A) = A2,
(iv) dimKer(T —A) =n, VA € Q.}
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Let T € £ () be a Cowen-Douglas operator. For any A € Q, if P(A) is the projec-
tion from % to Ker(T — 1), then P: Q — P (L (F)) is an extended holomorphic
curve.

1.3 [6] Let % be a unital C*-algebra, and P: Q — £ (%) be an extended holomorphic
curve. For each A € Q and every o € Z U {0}, set

B = (T P(M)I'P(A): 1] €T, 1] < ar}.

Let %,” be the closure of *-subalgebra of % generated by %7 with the following
property:
U U - CUuy.

By using notations mentioned above, M. Martin and N. Salinas defined a substitute
in C*-algebra for Cowen-Douglas class B, (2):

DEFINITION 1.4. [6] Let k£ > 1 be an integer. If the following conditions are
satisfied, then extended holomorphic curve P : Q — P(7/) is said to be in the class
QW)

(1) Foreach 4 € Q, %, is a finite-dimensional C*-algebra.

(2) If k; denotes the cardinal of any maximal collection of mutually orthogonal
minimal projections in %, , then

ky <k.

(3) If ac % and aP(A) =0 forevery A € Q, then a =0.

DEFINITION 1.5. [6] Let A € Q and o € Z be a fixed integer. We say that P
and Q have order of contact o, at A if there exists a unitary v such that

va P POV =3 0(A)d'0(A), YO < 1,J < a, (1.2)

We say & C % is a separating subset of % ,if {a € % :as=0,s € &} ={0}.
Assume &, T are two separating subsets of %, 6 : & — ¥ is a given bijection. We
say 0 is inner (or semi-inner), if there exists a unitary u € %/ (or a unitary v € %)
such that

usu* = 0(s), Vs€ &, (or vi'sv' =0(t)0(s), Vs,t € &).

7 1is said to be inner if each semi-inner bijection between two separating subsets of %/
is inner.

M. Martin and N. Salinas proved the following related rigidity theorem for
2 (Q, % ) class on C*-algebra.

LEMMA 1.6. [Theorem 4.5, 6] Suppose that extended holomorphic curves P,Q :
Q — P(U) belong to the class 4 (Q,% ). If % is an inner C*-algebra, then the
following two statements are equivalent:

(1) P and Q are unitarily equivalent;
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(2) P and Q have order of contact o at each A € Q.

DEFINITION 1.7. [2] Let p: Q — Gr(n,s#) be a holomorphic curve and p(1)
=V{ei(A),...,en(A)} forany A € Q, then the curvature according to p is defined as

d /. 40
Kp=——(n )

where metric function % is defined as the following:

h(A) = ((ei(A),€;(A)))nxn, VA € Q.

2. The Bott projection and extended holomorphic curve

2.1 Let C*(Q,% ) denote the x— algebra of all the % -valued infinitely differentiable
functions defined on Q. In this section, we assume the following conditions about
our extended holomorphic curve P: Q — (% ). There exist f € C*(Q) and a €
C*(Q, %) satisfying the following three conditions:

(1) P(A) = f(|A)a(A)a" (1), VA € Q;

(2) 9P() = F(A])a"(2),dP(A) = f(|ADa(A), VA € Q;

(3) Fra*(2)=2a(A)=0,v2€Q.

In the following, we will give some examples on extended holomorphic curves

with these properties.

EXAMPLE 2.2. Let % be M,(C) and Q C C be a connected open set and closed
with respect to conjugation around X -axis. Let P : Q — M,(C) defined by

1 A
TRV EEVIES B 1 A

L+[A]2 14|22

Then P is an extended holomorphic curve on Q. Since for any 4 € Q,
S (1 (1T 1 -
or) =37 (e (4 i) = e ( LT )

= 1 -1
770~ e ()

and

then we have

1 A 1 A
= d [ 1+ A2 1+(12 T+[AZ 1+(12
IPQIP(A) = —— +z| | wzl +A| | wzl
l—l—le 1+w2 1+]A]2 I_H_Mz
—A 1 1 A
| (TH[AP)? (T (A]2)? LHAR TR |
B —A? A A A2 -

(TP (T+AP)? ) N1+ (A 1422
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where f(|A]) = m,a(l) _ (_‘fz \ ) (See in Definition 2.1).

Notice that for any A € Q,

1 BV
A @13¢0) = e M)<1 x)

1 1 A 1
= T APp (A x|2> =M

And
7P = aazl (ﬁ (—_7{12 i)) - % (W) (—_7%2?10
_ %ﬁ(x).
So

o= (k) & (ess) (1) (7 7).
= f*?

d 1 d 1
22, 2 :
where f%*(A) = EY ((l+|/12)2> 37 <(1+7L|2)2) (1 4+1]A]%). By mathematical

induction, for any non-negative integers I,J, we can find a function f// € C*(Q), such
that
7' P(1)'P() = f1(A)P(A), VI, €N.

REMARK 2.3. The extended holomorphic curve in example 2.2 is just Bott pro-
jection for dimension two in algebraic K-theory [12]. By the calculation above, we
know that P € &7 (Q,M,(C)).

EXAMPLE 2.4. Let k € C*(Q), k(A1) =k(A), and dk(1) =0, YA € Q. Then the
following formulae

1 L k()
PR = mr ( k) w)z) RS,

defines an extended holomorphic curve on €. Similar to the calculation progress in
example 2.2, we have that

- 1 —k(A) 1 [ —k(R) —k(R)?
P =y (e ) (1 ) )

Zk(R)  (—k(R) —k(R)?
aP(A)Z(l—l%cW( 7 ),V?LEQ.

and
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~ ZkA) k) 1
PR = T kPR (—kw k()

So P also satisfies assumptions in Definition 2.1. [

>7V7LEQ.

By the conditions (2) and (3), for any / and J, we have

/ 8’ —J d’
d'P(A) = (IA))a*(2), " P(A)= ﬁf(W)a(l)’ VA eQ.

and there exists f// ¢ C°°(Q) such that

o’ Y
FUAD == f(A])
31 Y3 o
iy PR = A)P@), VA € Q.

Now, we define the function f’! as the following:

8 d’
7 AN == 1(1A])
fJ’(JL)z. VA eQ,0<J,1. (2.1)
(I/l \)
DEFINITION 2.5. [2] Let (E,x),m: E — Q be a Hermitian holomorphic vector
bundle with rank n. Let

N(E) == | N(x ' (A),1 <r <,
AeQ

3 P(M)I'P(1) =

where A"(~!(1)) is the exterior power space of fiber 7-!(1) forany A € Q. By giv-
ing a proper holomorphic Hermitian structure, the vector space A"(7~!(E)) becomes
a Hermitian holomorphic vector bundle. When r =n, A"(E) is called the determinant
bundle, denoted by detE .

Let {s1,52,--,5,} be a frame for the vector bundle E on some open set U C Q.
Then wedge sy Asy A---As, is the frame of detE over U. And it’s metric is the
determinant of the metric of E, i.e.

hdetE =dethg.
If 6 = {e} is a holomorphic frame of E on Q, then the 1-jet bundle _¢;(E) has

an associate frame
J1(o) ={e,de}.
And the metric h(A4) := (e(A),e(A)) induces the metric _#Z;(h) for #i(E) as the
following:
[ Le(d),e(A)) dle(A),e(R))
AR = (G ) ey ) A
DEFINITION 2.6. Let P: Q — (%) be an extended holomorphic curve which

satisfies conditions (1),(2) and (3) in 2.1. Then there exists a natural C*-bundle Ep
over  induced by P with the fiber defined as

Ep(A) :=Span{d’P(L),I € N}, VA € Q.
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And the Hermitian inner product be defined as following:
(@'P(2),0'P(A)) = f!(R), W1, 1 € Z*, and f'(R) = f(|A]),

where f/! is the function defined as formulae (2.1).

If P:Q— (%) is an extended holomorphic curves satisfying 2.1, and there
exists a holomorphic curve p : Q — Gr(1,7¢) with the frame e,(A) satisfying the
following property:

(ep(A),ep(A)) = f(IA]), VI,J €N,

then we call p is a supporting holomorphic curve to P.

Let Q:Q — (%) be another extended holomorphic curve, and g be a sup-
porting holomorphic curve to Q. We call p ~ ¢ if and only if there exists a unitary
u € L(A) such that p(1) = uq(A), YA € Q. And we call p and g have order of
contact a, if there exists a unitary U € () such that Ud'e, (1) = d'e (1), VI €
N, VA € Q (See in [2]).

With same form to the curvature of Hermitian holomorphic bundles in [2], an
curvature function with h € C*(Q) is defined as

Kh(A) = — ;}L (h 13:)@),\7/169.
J
Then K/ (1) = (f* af{

and 2.6.
By Definition 2.5, we know that the metric of determinate 1-jet bundle det_#1(E,)
is just equal to 2K i.e.

haet 7,5, = det 71 ()(Ey) = FKr.

By using this metric, we will give our main theorem of this note as the following:

)(l), VA € Q, where f is given in Definition 2.1

THEOREM 2.7. Let P and Q be extended holomorphic curves from Q to P (%)
in 2.1. Let p and q be the supporting holomorphic curves to P and Q respectively.
And Let ||e,(A)|? = F(IA]), ||eq(2)|]> = g(|A]), YA € Q. Then for any given A € Q,
we have the following statement:

If curvature functions Kala'f(zm Kaja, (o) = 0, VJ,1 €N, p and q have order

of contact o and p(Ag) ~ q(X), then extended holomorphic curves P and Q have
order of contact o at Ay if and only if

=/ =/
90" hgor 5,5,y (R0) =9 ' hgey 5,5,y (Ro), VI I <= 1.

Proof. Firstly, recall that

! d’
ST/ IADS=F(2])

L VA EQ,0< I
7]

) =
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We want to prove that for any given A9 € Q and 0 < J,1, F1(|40|) can be expressed

in terms of f(A9) and §'I8ihdet/1(Ep)(ﬂo),j7i eN.
Since L

d d
( | 8_f> o/ (AD—=F(1A) = (W)a/w/l f(2 \)

F2(IA1)

and
fsz = det/l (Ep)7
then we have that
2 2 :
I + h + A )
a;Lfo 7Ky faza;tf det sz, t/ 55577
By
I (Lp2y) =2 TR

oA \ga  or’) — aa et A T g oo T araa’

it follows that

7 .9 . 9 a
o ax! = axleunen T ot

In the same way,

9 82 d 83
or! aaa! = yxldevnmy T m )

2 2 02 o

_zf ;uf = Taon et E"’”Wﬂz

So when max{],]} < 2, we have

1511
d° 97 et 4, )

) +3 9 f ().

(@'P(2),0'P()) = f11(2) =

When max{I,J} < 3, we have

9if 0?2 d PE
a A2 BEYREYE
Kaf:_ (af (f>> aaaz(a )2 IA20X
= f
oA
R i

Zaron’ ﬁfaa o

(%)

—5=/

)

Ky, = —%(W‘l%(gf)) =—
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Since Kajalf(k) Ka’a’ (A) =0, then
2f 2 9 P
gl 7 5 7 7 2.2
A2 gnan’ ~on’ azan’ = 22)
2 2 2
af J 9,9 iy (2.3)
8)L OAIA 8/1 8)L oA
And
RN 2,97 9 LAY
jfﬁf—ﬁ<jfﬁf>—ﬁf—am/lf L
Y o P)
_8/l<8/l det 71 (Ep) faxaff) 2 aman’
) n f9_4 L9 L 9, 97
2 NI T 000ns o aror T ax axtax
972 dets ”E”)Haxaff’
PER P) 9 o
_3f37t2f_ﬁ< _3f >_ﬁ 8%387L
3 % PL 9 o
318g 2Mdet 7\ (E,) a;“ ) a&l 3x3ax ; S
3183312 det.A1(Ep) INTE Tl Eal T
= oport deunt M s )
Notice that (2.2) and K7, (1) = 0, we have
PE PE 2 PX
agaﬁf&ﬂ&If_8)18If3,123§2f
Koy () == (aaf (aaf)) ( = )2 —0.
EYE:
(2.4)
By (2.2),
2f 2 2 2
o (8/12 aran’ 87tfaz2azf>_ ’
that is
2,9 & 2 o PE PE 2 o
— f——=f—=7f f f——ft+ 5 f——f
81(3/12 aNIRT AT ga207” ) 825312 aaiaa 38/12 a/ggﬁ
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By (2.4), we have

9, P L 0L
P YRFY A VR VP )
So
PE 2 /& 2 o
—3fax3f ﬁ(affamf) ol Sy Qkf
_ a ( 83 _|_f87 >_a_2fi
N N "detsie,) o ar. afaxaz ,
=——=h =ty ==
axgax det 71 () L IR 97922 oL ok oA

—det g5, T

 9A207 PYEEY

So when max{/,J} < 3, we also have that

—=J/—1 -1
Jd d hdetjl(E,,)(A)

(0'P(1),"P(2)) = f"1 (%) = +9'9'f(1).
f)
For the general case, by the conditions, we have
=J+1 =]
K/ —0@8 f&&f dd fd f=0,VJeN;, (2.5)
Ky =0 0""f3d'f—99"' fo' f=0, VI € N; (2.6)

=J/+1

K101 —0s9 g f T -3 T A f =0, W IeN.  (2.7)

Claim. For any J,I € N, we have

/-1 -1
J° 9" hget g5, 0)
f(A)

In the following, by three steps, we will prove the claim.

('P(1),d'"P(L)) = f1(A) = +§J(91f(/l).

Step 1. Flrstly, we will prove that when 7 = 1,J € N, the claim is true. That is
9 10f =" "hgeq sy, + 9 OF, VI EN.
Since

S8
-
S8
~
|

§(§f Af)—9 f-99f
=90 hget sy, + 130N -3 f-09f
:§’hdet/¢1 f dMorrardor—dr.aar ven.

i
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We only need to prove that
af-daf-3f-0af=0,veN. (2.8)

By (2.5), we have that
I T ar=9r-3"0r vkgen. (2.9)

Since o _
d f-ddf=df -0 df,
by taking the partial derivation of A on the two sides of the formulation above, we have
that
TF-90f=3f-Tf.
Set J =2,k=1 in (2.9) and take the partial derivation of ). Then we have that
3 d0r=ar.39f.

Repeating the procedure above and a routine computation, we have that for any
J €N, (2.8) holds.

Step 2. Secondly, we will prove that
9F-9 -3 39 f=0,VI,1€N. (2.10)

and
of T f—a'F-99 f=0,VJ,I€N. (2.11)

By the proof above, we can assume that (2.10) and (2.11) hold for any fe Cc=(Q)
which satisfies conditions (2.5), (2.6) and (2.7) when J,I < k. In the following, we will
prove they also hold when J,I < k+1.

Now we use the mathematical induction. By step 1, we know that (2.10) holds for
any J € N when I = 1. So if we already have that

9f- 7 =T a0 f=0, VI I <k+1.
Then by taking partial derivation of A, it follows that
00f- 90 fraf d ol =09 -39 f+a f- 99 f =o0.
In order to prove that
9f- 0 f—T 90 F =0, VI I<k+1,
we only need to prove

00f-3 9 =99 . 90" £ VI T <k 1.
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Let f: df, then it is to prove
of- 7 NP =0d ' FoVF NI <k+ 1.

Notice that replacing f to F] f5(2.5),(2.6) and (2.7) also hold. By our assumption
at the beginning of step 2, we know (2.11) holds for f 8f VJ,1 <k.So (2.10) holds
when J,I < k+ 1. By symmetry of 9 and 9, (2.11) also holds when J,I < k+1. And
then we finish the proof of step 2.

Step 3. At last, we finish the proof of the claim. If we assume that
3 rolr=9""9- Udet sz, + 9 TolF VLI <k,
then by (2.10) and (2.11), we have
FRNT 5(5’f d'f)-a'f-99'f
— a(a P hdet 7k, +f 3o -3 199 f
=9 0" et s, +f ol -3 f90lf
—J 91 et g5,y 1 7 otr v <k,

and
7 fortp =39 8’hdet/¢ £ A LI k:

=J/+1

g gt — 88hdet/ L oM f VI I < k.

By mathematical induction, we finish the proof of the claim. '
By the claim, forany J,I € Z™", we can express §Jf81f in terms of f, §j8ihdet S(Ey)
=i i - =/ . =i i _
and 9’9'f. Similarly, we can express o gd’g in terms of g, yglhdet/l (E,) and
2’ dig.
Secondly, we will give the proof of sufficient part. Notice that p and g have order
of contact o at Ag, so it follows that

79 f(1h0l) = (9'ep(ha). @ ep(ha)) = (9 eq(R0). 9" g (h0)) = T (| 2al), V1T < .
If
F(20l) = £(1201), 7 " hgeq g, ) (o) = 0 hgeq s, (B0, VT < 0t 1,

then

1 (20) = g" (ho), VI, 1 < .

Since 9’ P(4)0"P(%) = ' (20)P(%). 3 Q(20)9" Q%) = " (%) Q (%) . P(A0)
~ Q(A), then we have

7' P(20)9"P(20) ~ 3 0(20)0" (%), VI.1 < a.

So we finish the proof of sufficient part. And the necessary part is obvious. [l

By using Lemma 1.6 and Theorem 2.7, we have the following corollary:
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COROLLARY 2.8. Let P, Q € %(Q,% ) be extended holomorphic curves in the

sense of Theorem 2.7, then P ~ Q if and only if
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=/ =/
99" hgor 5,5,y (A) = 9 9oy gy (M), VI < 00—1, YA €Q.
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